Journalists are welcome to use the information below and/or that contained on our websites on condition that an acknowledgement is given to www.conservatories4uk.com 
Conservatories – building regulations (England and Wales)

In general, conservatories and sunrooms on residential property are exempted under the 1991 Building Regulations.  As always in such matters, however, there are conditions.  

To qualify for exemption, your conservatory must meet all of the following criteria:
· It must be sited at ground level, single storey and be permanently separated from the remainder of the property by a door

· The floor area must not exceed 30 square metres 

· The walls should be substantially glazed – a minimum of half the area 

· The roof should be completely transparent or translucent with at least three-quarters of the area formed of glazing, polycarbonate sheets or similar translucent material

· Toughened/safety glass must be used

· Any radiator in the conservatory has to be controllable – if fixed heating installations are proposed, they should have their own separate temperature and on/off controls

· The extension should not contain any drainage facilities, e.g. for a sink, WC, or washing machine

If all these conditions are met then no application is required under the building regulations.  If you are in any doubt, though, contact your local council where officers will be able to give you specific advice about your proposed extension.

You should bear in mind, too, that conservatories requiring building regulation approval will need glazing of the highest insulation quality such as Pilkington K Glass (low-E) with argon-filled units.

Note:  There has been discussion about making all conservatories subject to building regulations – this could happen within the next two or three years.  Remember, too, that planning permission and building regulations are separate issues.

For further information on this subject log on to www.conservatories4uk.com/building_regulations.asp
If you wish to have copies of photographs etc please telephone 01903 856679 or Fax you request to 01903 856683. Alternatively email us at info@ebuilders.co.uk
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