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DIY conservatories 

So, you’ve decided to add a conservatory to your property.  The next decision for most people is choosing a supplier and installer.  Some, however, plump for the DIY option.

There are three main reasons – saving money, keeping overall control of the project and enjoying the satisfaction of a job well done.

It’s not a task for the faint-hearted – or the inexperienced DIY-er.  However, if you’re competent and confident there is no reason why you can’t tackle such a project and make a good job of it.

Bear in mind that the savings you make from doing it yourself will be maximized if you buy a standard conservatory model.  Also if you do all the work yourself.  However, if there is any aspect of the work you feel unable – or unwilling! – to tackle, such as digging the foundations, then bite the bullet and sub-contract out that task.  
The aspect of self-build that often appeals most is having total control over the project and the end result.  Working for yourself, you will be more willing to take the necessary time over the more difficult tasks or any problems that might arise.  A contractor working to a price would be more tempted to take short cuts.  If there is something unusual on your site, which might require a little extra attention, then this can be particularly relevant. 

It will undoubtedly take you longer to complete than a contractor who spends half his working life putting up conservatories, but when the job is finished you have the immense satisfaction of knowing that everything has been done exactly as you want it.  And if you are a perfectionist then DIY could be the most satisfactory option for you.

A number of companies now specialise in supplying the DIY market and there are plenty of ‘how to’ guides available which give useful tips. 
What about the downside of DIY?  Well, it’s hard work.  Lonely, too, especially when you encounter problems.  However, many people have friends, relatives or neighbours they can call on to help.  Another pair of hands and an objective viewpoint will often help in overcoming the challenges that arise.

You will find that many DIY conservatories do not currently offer alternatives such as Pilkington K glass and 25 mm polycarbonate.  If you are keen on top insulation specification then you may have no alternative but to choose a made-to-measure conservatory from a supplier offering these alternatives.  This will usually cost more.

While there are a number of companies offering a wide range of standard models, there are fewer set up to supply a DIY consumer with a made-to-measure conservatory.  Many of those who do provide a ‘supply only’ service are companies that normally supply the trade or small builders.  These companies will assume that you are familiar with glazing and normal installation practice – ‘holding the hand’ of DIY-ers is not part of the service.  You will also often find that you will be responsible for supplying silicones, fixing screws, trims, glues etc.  

It's worth bearing all this in mind when placing your order.  It is also worth asking if there is a helpline available should you have any problems.  Satisfy yourself of the above and if necessary pay more to get the help you may need.

These last points are very important.  These companies are, after all, selling at trade prices and will not expect to have to give you any more help than they would the trade. 

For more information log on to www.diy-conservatories-uk.co.uk  
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