Journalists are welcome to use the information below and/or that contained on our websites on condition that an acknowledgement is given to www.conservatoriesonline.com 

Conservatories – planning permission (England and Wales)

One of the first questions householders ask when planning to add a conservatory to their property is ‘Do I need planning permission?’.

If you live in England or Wales the short answer is usually ‘no’.   However, there are exceptions.

Most properties have a ‘permitted development’ limit of between 50 and 70 cubic metres, depending on location.  If your proposed conservatory won’t exceed this, planning permission will not normally be required.  However, if your property has been extended in the past, some or all of your permitted development area will have been used in which case you may have to seek permission expand further.

Permission must always be sought for proposed extensions to listed buildings or property in conservation areas.  It is also worth noting that permitted development rights are sometimes withdrawn from a property.  In such cases any extension, however small, will need planning permission.  If in doubt, check with the planning department at your local council.

Bear in mind, too, that planning permission is a separate issue from building regulations.

Note: The situation is different in Scotland and Northern Ireland – for more information log on to http://www.conservatories4uk.com/PlanpermScot.asp
http://www.conservatories4uk.com/PlanpermNire.asp
